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In an Aug. 1 communique, the government announced the elimination of the Supply Regulatory
Institute (Instituto Regulador de Abastecimientos-IRA) due to "high levels of corruption injurious
to the national economy." According to the statement, the IRA had wasted the equivalent of about
$15 million over the past four years. An estimated 1,164 IRA employees will receive "compensation"
for the loss of their jobs. In his Aug. 4 sermon, Archbishop of San Salvador Arturo Rivera y Damas
criticized the government's privatization efforts and the decision to close the IRA. He said, "In a
country where a neoliberal system is in vogue there must be correctives. If everything rests on the
savage law of supply and demand, our people, who are already hungry, will suffer even greater
adversity." (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 08/01/91, 08/04/91; AFP, 08/04/91
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